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American Indian Movement (AIM)

In the 30 years of its formal history, the American Indian Movement (AIM) has given witness to a great
many changes. The movement existed for 500 years without a formal name. The leaders and members of
today's AIM never fail to remember all of those who have traveled on before, having given their talent and
their lives for the survival of the people. AIM has repeatedly brought successful suit against the federal
government for the protection of the rights of Native Nations guaranteed in treaties, sovereignty, the
United States Constitution, and laws. The philosophy of self-determination upon which the movement is
built is deeply rooted in traditional spirituality, culture, language and history.

Key Moments in AIM history:
1968 MINNEAPOLIS AIM PATROL.: created to address issues of extensive police brutality.

1969 ALCATRAZ ISLAND occupied for 19 months. AIM was there when United Indians of All Tribes reclaimed federal land
in the name of Native Nations. First Indian radio broadcasts--Radio Free Alcatraz--heard in the Bay Area of San Francisco.
INDIAN HEALTH BOARD of Minneapolis founded. This is the first Indian urban-based health care provider in the nation.

1970 LEGAL RIGHTS CENTER: created to assist in alleviating legal issues facing Indian people.(In 1994, over 19,000 clients
have had legal representation, thanks to AIM's founding of the Legal Rights Center).

1970 AIM takeover of abandoned property at the naval air station near Minneapolis focuses attention on Indian education and
leads to early grants for Indian education.

CITIZEN'S ARREST OF JOHN OLD CROW: Takeover of the Bureau of Indian Affairs' main office in Washington D.C. to
show improper BIA policies. 24 arrested for "trespassing” and released. BIA Commissioner Louis Bruce shows his AIM
membership card at the meeting held after the release of those arrested.

FIRST NATIONAL AIM CONFERENCE: 18 chapters of AIM convened to develop long-range strategy for future directions
of the movement.

TAKEOVER OF DAM: AIM assists the Lac Court Orieles Ojibwa in Wisconsin in taking over a dam controlled by Northern
States Power which flooded much of the reservation land. This action leads to support by government officials and eventual
settlement, returning over 25,000 acres of land to the tribe and actually providing significant monies and business opportunities to
the tribe.

1972 RED SCHOOL HOUSE: the second survival school to open, offering culturally based education services to K-12 students
in St. Paul, MN.

HEART OF THE EARTH SURVIVAL SCHOOL.: a K-12 school established to address the extremely high drop-out rate
among American Indian students and lack of cultural programming. HOTESS serves as the first model of community-based,
student-centered education with culturally correct curriculum operating under parental control.

TRAIL OF BROKEN TREATIES: a march on Washington, DC ending in the occupation of BIA headquarters and resulting in
the presentation of a 20-point solution paper to President Nixon.

1973 LEGAL ACTION FOR SCHOOL FUNDS: In reaction to the Trail of Broken Treaties the government abruptly canceled
education grants to Heart of the Earth Survival School, Red School House and the Indian Community School of Milwaukee.
Through successful legal action, the US District Court orders the grants restored and government payment of costs and attorney
fees.

WOUNDED KNEE '73: AIM was contacted by Lakota elders for assistance in dealing with the corruption within the BIA and
Tribal Council, which led to the famed 71-day occupation and battle with the US. armed forces.

1974 INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL (I1TC): an organization representing Indian peoples throughout the
western hemisphere at the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.

WOUNDED KNEE TRIALS: Eight months of trials in Minneapolis resulted from events which occurred during the 1973
Wounded Knee occupation. This was the longest Federal trial in the history of the United States. Many instances of government
misconduct were revealed with the result that US District judge Fred Nichol dismissed all charges due to government
"misconduct"” which "formed a pattern throughout the course of the trial" so that “the waters of justice have been polluted.”
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1975 FEDERATION OF SURVIVAL SCHOOLS: created to provide advocacy and networking skills to 16 survival schools
throughout the US and Canada.
LITTLE EARTH OF UNITED TRIBES: HUD chose AIM to be the prime sponsor of the first Indian-run housing project.

1977 MIGIZ1 Communications founded in Minneapolis. The organization is dedicated to produce Indian news and information and educate
students of all ages as tomorrow's technical work force.

INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL.: establishes Non-government organization status within United Nations in Geneva and
attends the International NGO conference and presents testimony to the United Nations.

AMERICAN INDIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE LEGISLATION: AIM introduces legislative language which is adopted, recognizing
State responsibility for Indian education and culture. This legislation was recognized as a model throughout the country.

1978 FIRST EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR AMERICAN INDIAN OFFENDERS:

AIM establishes the first adult education program at Stillwater Prison in Minnesota. Programs later established at other state correctional facilities
modeled after the Minnesota program.

CIRCLE OF LIFE SURVIVAL SCHOOL established on the White Earth Indian Reservation in Minnesota. The school receives funding for
three years of operation from the U.S. Department of Education.

RUN FOR SURVIVAL: AIM youth organize and conduct 500-mile run from Minneapolis to Lawrence, Kansas to support “The Longest Walk."
THE LONGEST WALK: Indian Nations walk across the US from California to DC to protest anti-Indian legislation calling for the abrogation of
treaties. A tipi is set up and maintained on the grounds of the White House. The proposed anti-Indian legislation is defeated.

WOMEN OF ALL RED NATIONS (WARN): established to address issues directly facing Indian women and their families.

1979 LITTLE EARTH HOUSING PROTECTED: an attempt by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development to foreclose on the
Little Earth of United Tribes housing project is halted by legal action and the US District Court issues an injunction against HUD.

AMERICAN INDIAN OPPORTUNITIES INDUSTRIALIZATION CENTER (AIOIC): creates job training schools to attack the outrageous
unemployment issues of Indian people. Over 17,000 Native Americans have been trained for jobs since AIM created the American Indian
Opportunities Industrialization Center in 1979.

ANISHINABE AKEENG Organization is created to regain stolen and tax forfeited land on the White Earth Reservation in Minnesota.

1984 FEDERATION of NATIVE CONTROLLED SURVIVAL SCHOOLS presents legal education seminars for educators of Indian children
at colleges and law schools in Minnesota, Wisconsin, California, South Dakota, Nebraska and Oklahoma. National conference held in San Jose,
California, concurrent with the National Indian Education Association Convention.

1986 SCHOOLS LAWSUIT: Heart of the Earth and Red School House--successfully sue the U.S. Department of Education, Indian Education
Programs for unfairly ranking the schools' programs below funding recommendation levels. The schools proved bias in the system of ranking by
the Department staff.

1987 AIM PATROL: Minneapolis AIM Patrol comes full circle in restarting the Patrol to deal with the serial killings of American Indian women
in Minneapolis.

AIM continues its work currently. For an extensive historical list see: http://www.aimovement.org/ggc/history.html

Wounded Knee

The 71-day occupation of the village at Wounded Knee, South Dakota -February 27 to May 8, 1973—is a
watershed event in the chronology of American Indian activism because it reflects both the height of the
American Indian Movement (AIM) and the beginning of the end of the power of that organization. It was
at Wounded Knee Village where government forces surrounded a small, poorly armed band of AIM
members who were protesting the death of Raymond Yellow Thunder and Wesley Bad Heart Bull and the
subsequent court trials that meted out only minimal sentences for involuntary manslaughter to the non-
Indian defendants. AIM members confronted local law enforcement and violently protested against the
charges. As a result, the government declared a concentrated, no-holds-barred campaign to remove AIM
leadership and to bankrupt the organization. Source: Red Power, The Native American Civil Rights
Movement — 792 Hred by Troy Johnson.

Indian Self Determination and Education Act
In 1975, after much debate, Congress passed the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act.
The government could now contract with tribal governments for federal services. The act rejuvenated
tribal governments by admitting, rejecting and countering previous paternalistic policies . Native
American people were now able to operate their own schools. Since the act was passed more than seventy
schools have taken charge of their own operations. Native Americans now have the chance to take control
of their own education bringing their own languages, beliefs and philosophies to their schools. Source:
American Indian Relief Council
http://www.nrcprograms.org/site/PageServer?pagename=airc_hist_selfdeterminationact
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